The purpose of this book is to give an account of the chief phenomena regarding hereditary transmission and of their bearing upon the theory and practice of Eugenics. As the author states in his preface: ' 'The germ plasm of the race is a uniquely precious material, and its conservation and improvement in each generation should be the first aim of the State.
The first essential for such a conservation is the recognition of the inherent (inherited) differences in the capacities of individuals." After defining heredity in chapter 1, the author proceeds to discuss its general aspects. Since he is a botanist, it is natural that he should regard this mainly from the Mendelian point of view, but he is careful to recognize, and to point out, that while Mendelian heredity is very common in mankind, it is yet by no means universal. ' 'Many quantitative characters, and perhaps racial characters, will probably be found not to follow simple laws of inheritance involving fixed germinal units. '' This broad-minded attitude is characteristic of the book as a whole, and it is distinctly refreshing to meet it after the dogmatic statements of some ardent Mendelians. In Chapter 3 an account is given of the chief inherited physical characteristics of man, including stature, colour, skin, left-handedness, anomalies of the hands, eyes, teeth, and hair, and some diseases. There is much here that will repay reading. 
